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viduals which form the basis of civil actions. This meaning is thus
wider than that of common parlance, which tends to restrict it to the
more sensational types of offence.1 It is the wider definition which is
adopted here. For court purposes criminal offences are divided
between the indictable and the non-indictable.2 The former comprise
the more serious crimes for which the accused would normally be
sent to the superior courts and tried by a jury. In certain cases—
chiefly those of simple larceny—the accused may consent to be dealt
with summarily. Non-indictable offences are subdivided. The more
trivial are chiefly breaches of regulations of various kinds (which
increase as regulations multiply) and are dealt with summarily.
Non-indictable offences 'akin to indictable' are more serious, con-
sisting broadly of those offences for which the offender is liable
to imprisonment for a term exceeding three months, and in these
cases an accused person may claim to be tried by a jury rather than
summarily.3
For the purpose of tracing the course of crime in the wider sense
Tables A i~94 present the number of offences committed (or of
persons charged)5 in 1906, 1916, 1926, and 1936 under the above
triple classification.
Taking indictable offences first, serious crimes against the person
(i.e. both crimes of violence and sexual crimes) have remained con-
sistently few. In Oxford County there is a steady decline throughout
the period under review and in Abingdon the figures for 193 6 return
to the level of 1906 after an intervening rise. In Oxford City, how-
ever, the number of offences committed shows a sudden rise in 1936
after an equally inexplicable fall to zero in 1926. House-breaking
and cother crimes against property* declined during the War in the
urban areas, but revived again kter. The combined effect is that the
total number of offences committed in the city, after falling to a
minimum in 1921, is now double the number thirty years ago; the
number of persons charged shows a slight decrease and the number
1	See New Stavey ofLjondon Ufe and Labour; vol. is (1935), p. 346.
2	See p. 247 above.
3	For further details the reader should consult the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879,
and the Criminal Justice Act, 1925* or Stone's Justices' Manual.
4	See Appendix VUL
5	The difference in the case of indictable offences in Oxford Qty between offences
committed and persons charged, which is considerable, is due to the circumstance that,
apart from offences which are not disposed of, some prisoners are charged with a
number of offences while some of the offences committed in Oxford are taken into
account when prisoners are charged elsewhere. The figures for non-indictable offences
refer merely to the number of persons charged, as in this case there are no returns of
offences committed.  The figures for the petty sessional divisions refer only to the
oSences committed.

